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“Crises and Changes in the Mediterranean:
Citizenship in Movement”
Citizenship, Development and Democracy

The first Mediterranean Citizens’ Assembly, which took place in Valencia in
July 2010, underlined the need to push for the emergence of a Mediterranean
community of peoples, anchored in a Mediterranean political space and in a
Mediterranean citizenship. Since 2011, the developments both in the North and
South of the Mediterranean have demonstrated the citizens’ determination to make
a strong mark on the life of the City.

Thus, the nature and scope of the changes taking placing in the South of the
Mediterranean in 2011 are considerable. Whatever will be the outcomes of the
shockwaves that started in Tunisia, there is no doubt that the face of this
geographical area will have changed for good. Egypt has underlined the all but
insignificant character of these events, and all the Mediterranean countries are
expressing today, at different degrees, the depth of the gestations already in
motion.

These dynamics can also be felt to the North of the Mediterranean, where a
conjunction of factors has also reinforced the strong affirmation of citizenship in
reaction to the political crisis. This same determination highlights the depth of their
faith in a possible and profound improvement of their perspectives.

It is why this movement in progress is not about to lose momentum. Indeed,
these citizen dynamics, which will necessarily maintain itself over time, underline
once more the community of destiny that unites the citizens of the North, the South
and the East of the Mediterranean. It is they who, through their diversity, have
revived the real and promising meanings of democracy and citizenship. It is
therefore natural that, with this new page now open, the Mediterranean also seeks,
through the actions of its own citizens, the opportunity to return it its natural and
real character, to show its unity and continuities, and to be source of inspiration far
beyond its natural space.

This second Assembly, that will be held in Tunis, will bring together 150
citizens from all countries of the Mediterranean, including representatives of various
institutions and public entities present in the region, such as the European
Commission, the European Parliament, the Union for the Mediterranean, the
Committee of the Regions, , the Euro-Mediterranean Assembly of Local and
Regional Authorities, Euro-Mediterranean Social and Economic Committees, the
European Investment Bank, the Council of Europe, the Mediterranean
Parliamentary Assembly, the European Confederation of Trade- Unions, the Alliance
of Civilisations, the Anna Lindh Foundation, the African Union, the Arab League, the
Islamic Conference Organisation, the Arab Maghreb Union, the Tunisian
government and parliament, amongst others.
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Programme

Thursday, 1°* December Welcome of participants and registration

Friday, 2" December Opening session, followed by 4 agoras

Diagnoses of the crises in the Mediterranean

Allow participants the chance to exchange their own experiences and establish a
common diagnosis from political, economic, social and cultural viewpoints from both
shores of the Mediterranean. Taking into consideration the recent events both in
the North and in the South of the Mediterranean, participants will be invited to
express their personal experiences and analyses of the situation in the context of
the 4 agoras.

» Morning: Opening of the Assembly, presentation of the general organization and
start of the 4 agoras “diagnoses of the crises in the Mediterranean”

» Afternoon: Continuation of the 4 agoras

» Cultural evening

Saturday, 3" December 4 Agoras

Changes and future in the Mediterranean

Allow for an open, rich and plural dialogue between the participants of each agora
with the aim of elaborating collectively concrete propositions for the future.
The dialogue will be organised around the following four themes:

< Agoral

Citizen democracy: what political perspectives?

What forms of citizen representativeness in the Mediterranean?
Citizenship and political changes in the countries of the Mediterranean.
Which regional institutions in the Mediterranean?

What place for the Mediterranean alongside international actors?

< Agora 2

Citizen democracy: what economic perspectives?

Citizenship and economic developments in the Mediterranean.
What jobs in the Mediterranean?

What kind of relations between the citizen and his territory?
What forms of regional economic integrations?
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< Agora 3
Citizen democracy: Equality and participation
e Citizens’ perspectives for peace in the Mediterranean.
e How to improve citizen mobility in the Mediterranean?
e What statuses and evolutions for men and women in the Mediterranean?
e What future for youth in the Mediterranean?
< Agora 4
Citizen democracy: cultural and religious dialogues
e Citizenship, identity and diversity in the Mediterranean.
Cultural and religious diversity: vector for rapprochement in the
Mediterranean?
e Citizenship and secularism in the Mediterranean.
e Is Mediterranean diversity possible in the existing process of
globalisation?
» Morning: Presentation of the synthesis of the 4 agoras ‘Diagnoses of the

crisis in the Mediterranean” and start of the 4 agoras “"Changes and future in the
Mediterranean”.

» Afternoon: Continuation of the 4 agoras

» Festive evening

Sunday, 4" December Closing session

» Morning: Presentations of the syntheses of the 4 agoras and closing session

» Afternoon: Lunch and departure of participants

Sign the call in favour of the emergence of

a Mediterranean community of peoples:
www.acimedit.net

Secretariat of the MCA
C/o MEDEA Institute, 24 Square de Mee(s, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel : +3222311300 / Fax : 43222310646 / Email : contact@acimedit.net
www.acimedit.net
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Tunisian partner

Centre of Mediterranean and International Studies (CEMI)
www.cemi-tunis.org
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